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NDIS Independent Pricing Committee
Terms of Reference
Purpose
The National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA), as steward of disability provider markets, is responsible for facilitating an efficient and effective consumer-driven marketplace that can reliably deliver safe disability supports. The NDIA’s market stewardship responsibilities include establishing pricing arrangements that balance competing objectives of:
1.1.1 a viable and efficient provider market, 
1.1.2 safe and effective services and supports for participants, and 
1.1.3 financial sustainability of the Scheme. 
The NDIA is seeking to establish an independent committee to review NDIS pricing approaches ahead of next year’s Annual Pricing Review (APR). The Independent Pricing Committee (IPC) is established by the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to provide expert advice on potential new pricing arrangements for National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS/Scheme) provider markets. 
The IPC will:
1.1.4 Provide independent advice and recommendations (guidance) on pricing arrangements that are responsive to market conditions, regulations and potential future reforms.
1.1.5 Offer guidance on the use of price limits in the context of market stewardship that facilitates competitive NDIS provider markets that reliably deliver safe, efficient and effective supports and services. 
1.1.6 Review the NDIS market structures to identify trends, challenges, and financial sustainability of NDIS providers across different disability markets. 
The advice of the IPC will support the NDIA deliver a new pricing approach by 2025 that ensures the market can effectively support the diverse needs of the NDIS participants and ensuring the Scheme’s long-term sustainability. 
Scope 
In the 2024-25 financial year, the IPC will report on: 
1.1.1 findings and recommendations in the review of current NDIS pricing arrangements and the NDIA’s APR approach,
1.1.2 any provider markets that should require revisions to have pricing arrangements reviewed as a matter of urgency, and
1.1.3 improvements to the APR production process that improves the timeliness and reliability of pricing outcomes.
The IPC’s advice will guide NDIA in improving the price setting mechanism within the NDIS.
Reporting
It is expected that the IPC will advise the Minister for the NDIA and the NDIA Board, through the CEO of the NDIA.
It is recommended that the IPC deliver its findings in two tranches. 
1.1.7 the first tranche of findings by no later than 20 December 2024 to support the development of the 2024-25 APR, and
1.1.8 the second tranche of findings by 26 February 2025 allowing for more complex pricing considerations. 
This will be accompanied with an option to extend if required, by a further 4 months. 
Roles and responsibilities
The IPCs general roles and responsibilities include:
1.1.9 Provide expert advice on the pricing approach, market trends, and policy impacts that guide NDIA pricing decision making.
1.1.10 Evaluate market conditions, identify challenges and recommend interventions.
1.1.11 Drive continuous improvement in pricing practices to align with participant needs and market dynamics.
1.1.12 Consult with stakeholders to foster collaboration and inform IPC recommendations and work with the NDIA and its codesign groups to ensure that the views of people with disability are reflected in the recommendations. 
1.1.13 Report findings and recommendations to support the NDIA’s strategic pricing objectives. 
Membership and constitution
The IPC consists of the following experts, each bringing deep knowledge and experience in economics, pricing, markets, disability sector and public value for money:
1.1.14 Chair: Mr. Stephen Anthony
1.1.15 Member: Ms. Gemma Henderson
1.1.16 Member: Dr. Ron Ben David
Appointments to the IPC are for a fixed term of six months, with the potential to extend appointments by up to four months if required by the CEO of the NDIA. 
In absence of the Chair, another member may be nominated to serve as Acting Chair. 
The Chair also has the authority to invite NDIA staff or external experts to attend specific meetings, to provide insights or market information as needed.
Confidentiality
IPC Members will be required to sign a Confidentiality Deed in which they undertake:
1.1.17 To use any Confidential Information or Personal Information provided to them as member of the IPC for the sole purpose of their involvement in the IPC; and
Not to disclose or reproduce the Confidential Information or PersonalA Information to any person without the prior written approval of NDIA and to take all necessary precautions to prevent unauthorised access to or copying of the Confidential Information and Personal Information in the Confidant’s control.
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